
	
	
	
	

President’s Report for MRSG's 2018 Annual General Meeting  
 
 
Dear MRSG members, 
 
It is with pleasure that I submit my report. 
 
Last year I nominated MRSG’s year in one word as Consolidation, this year the word is 
Expansion.   
 
Our investment in new software, processes and procedures has reaped a rich reward as our 
now twelve Action Groups have grown to be independent, influential and self-sustaining in 
their own right. 
 
Each Group’s achievements are outlined in their individual reports and I encourage you to 
read and reflect on what our wholly volunteer driven organisation has achieved this year.  
 
Each success demonstrates why every MRSG member is critical, be they an Action Group 
Leader, Active Member, Regular or Occasional Volunteer or simply a paid up Member.  To 
demonstrate that ethos, here is an example of why all of MRSG together, is making a 
difference: 
 
• In March 2017 we championed solar at New Gisborne Primary School.  Our 

Renewable Energy Action Group (MRREAG) members investigated, surveyed, designed 
and submitted a professional proposal.  MRREAG used the “Sunulator” program, a free 
program developed by the Alternative Technology Association (ATA).  MRSG is long-
term member of the ATA.  ATA could not develop this resource without member’s fees 
and MRSG could not afford to be a member without your fees. Each membership makes 
a difference! 
	

• MRREAG members presented the proposal directly to the Victorian School 
Building Authority (VSBA) and it was well received.  However anyone who has dealt 
with VSBA knows, our proposal could well have stopped at that point, lost in the vast 
expanse of government and it was. 	

	
• Feedback told us it was “supported” but unlikely to proceed in the next schools solar 

allocation.  So working with the School Council, your MRSG went into action. 
MRREAG “reiterated the case” to VSBA and also presented it to our local state member.  
I outlined the project to our mayor, who then championed it to the State Government.  
Lastly, I know many individual MRSG members also put pressure to bear, at many 
levels, that this proposal was too important to ignore.	

	
• End result: Last month the state government granted $82,000 to install a 75KW solar PV 

system at the school. Cost savings are estimated to $20,000 each year and most 
importantly a school of 620 students will soon use renewable energy for the 
overwhelming majority of their power needs instead of coal-fired energy.  MRSG has 
been asked by the School to assist in the selection and installation process and is proud 
to assist.	

 
We have it on very good advice, that without MRSG efforts, this project simply would not 
have happened.   
 



This is only one of many activities completed this year where our Members, Action 
Groups and Executive used their our expertise, political clout and social capital (of 300 
members representing 1000 individuals with a social media reach of 5,000) to achieve an 
environmental, social, financial and educational success.  
 
So I trust you are satisfied with your MRSG outcomes and results for this year:   
 
• We have grown in numbers and expertise; 
• We are more secure financially and operationally; 
• We delivered more events and activities than ever before; 

 
And  
 
• We provide free and fair advice, learning, support and education to all, as we make 

this part of the world, clean and green. 
 
Our reach is wide, our opinion is valued, our expertise respected.  We are the "Think 
Globally, Act Locally" group for environmental leadership in the Macedon Ranges. 
 
Thus, in closing, it is an exciting time for MRSG. Participating on the Committee and 
Action Groups is incredibly satisfying and I thoroughly recommend either role to anyone 
considering them.  Personally, I take immense satisfaction in seeing the passion and hope 
in our youngest members. It affirms my belief that MRSG’s actions are making a difference 
to their lives, as well as educating them, so in the future, they will “take up the baton” and 
continue our good work.   
 
I also strongly believe that renewal is essential for community groups to remain vibrant 
and sustainable, so after two years as President, I have decided to step down.  I have been 
asked to consider the position of Vice President in a mentor’s role (as my predecessor Ralf 
Thesing did during my first term). I intend to put myself forward.  I will also be active on the 
Farmers Market and the new Sustainable Home Action Groups, especially as I plan to build 
my own sustainable home in 2019.  
 
It has been a pleasure to serve as your president. 
 
So please feel free to direct any queries to me regarding participation and nomination and I 
hope to see you at our AGM on Saturday 13 October to celebrate our year and to participate 
in this year’s highlight, A Sustainability Policy Question and Answer Session with the 
three major candidates for the seat of Macedon: Mary Anne Thomas ALP, Amanda 
Millar LP and Ralf Thesing GREENS.   
 
Sincerely yours, in a sustainable future for all, 
 
 
Peter Lane 
President - Macedon Ranges Sustainability Group 
president@mrsg.org.au 
	
 


