
	
	
	
	

	
Action Group’s Report for MRSG's 2018 Annual General 
Meeting  
 
 
 
Home Produce Exchange  
 
2018 has been another bountiful and busy year (our eleventh) for the swap. Passers-
by inspired by the idea continue to sign up as members - there are now 180! 
Members receive an email every month of the year during the week before the 
Farmers Market with news, ideas, seasonal tips, local sustainability events... contact 
Helen at orseda@bigpond.com to join the list. Helen and Alice share the load with 
willing helpers who step up on the day.  
 

 
 
It's always fascinating to see the seasonal variety of fruit, veg, plants, flowers, eggs, 
seeds, preserves and more that arrives, and there is a prolific exchange of tips and 
ideas on a wide range of gardening and produce-related topics - always a very social 
event! We had an extra large display for the Sustainability Festival with heirloom 
vegetables and a monster marrow competition - the 16 kg curly giant was later put on 
display in the Library. The Library ran a guess the weight competition and Helen 
presented prizes to the winner.  
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We now have a donations box to take 
contributions for the MRSG from 
interested passers-by, after the 
swapping flurry from 10am has passed 
and we want to get rid of what's left on 
the tables! We have funded an awning 
for ourselves with some of the 
proceeds. Thanks as usual to the 
MRSG folk for setting the tables, signs 
and marquees up and down for us. 
 
Helen Scott 
 

 
Wooded Farmers’ Market  
 
Our year was a year of reconciliation. We welcomed two new members to the AG 
and have gradually organised ourselves.  
 
This is also the year we are looking into expanding with an additional market. We are 
talking to Macedon Primary School about using their oval for a Farmer Market every 
5th Saturday. 
 
The absolute highlight of the year was the raffle and sausage sizzle to support 
farmers in drought. Together we raise more the $1600 at the August Farmers Market. 
Great effort from all those who volunteered time and hard work. 
 
Robert Bruhn 
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Movies that Matter  
 
In 2018, Movies that Matter (MTM) shifted to a quarterly screening and trialled a new 
venue, the Norma Richardson Hall, which has a great atmosphere and a nice white 
wall for screening films. This new arrangement is working well in terms of volunteer 
resources and we have successfully held two Friday night film evenings, serving wine 
and cheese and hosting guest speakers to complement the film: 
• Mission Blue – an inspiring documentary about pioneering US oceanographer, 

marine biologist and environmentalist Sylvia Earle, and her campaign to create a 
global network of protected marine sanctuaries. This film was particularly 
inspiring for all the young women in the audience. 

• The Desperate Plight of the Orange Bellied Parrot – a documentary about the 
amazing efforts to save this species from extinction, with beautiful, intimate 
footage of these beautiful birds. Film-makers - David Neilson and Karen 
Alexander – joined us for a Q&A after the screening. 

 

 
 
Movies that Matter also played a big role in the 2018 Sustainable Living Festival, with 
a festival screening of the fantastic documentary Tomorrow, as well as a short film 
competition for kids which produced some very entertaining and thought-provoking 
films on the sustainability theme of ‘my green future’. 
 
In September, we teamed up with the 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council to 
host a matinee screening of the 
timeless tale of The Lorax to celebrate 
National Threatened Species Day. The 
hall was full of families in beanbags, 
enjoying the free popcorn and friendly 
vibe. 
 

 
 

 

Movies that Matter 
7.30pm, Friday 27 April, 2018 

Norma Richardson Hall, Buckland St, Woodend  
Entry from 7pm, by donation 

Mission Blue (2015) is an award-winning documentary about legendary US oceanographer, marine 
biologist and environmentalist Sylvia Earle, and her campaign to create a global network of protected 

marine sanctuaries. Expect some great ocean footage. 
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The last screening for the year will be on the theme of War on Waste. Together with 
the MRSG Waste Action Group, Movies that Matter will show The Clean Bin Project 
on Friday 26 October. In this Canadian documentary, the film’s two protagonists, 
Grant and Jen engage in a competition to see who can swear off consumerism and 
produce the least garbage. During the process, they struggle to find meaning in their 
minuscule influence on the large-scale environmental impacts of our “throw-away 
society”. This is a fun and inspiring call to individual action that speaks to crowds of 
all ages.  
 
In 2019, Movies that Matter plans to continue the quarterly screening format. The 
group is seeking one or two new volunteers to help run this film program. 
 
Anita Foerster 
 
 
Macedon Ranges Renewable Action Group  
 
The aim of the REAG is to develop renewable energy initiatives to increase the 
production of renewable energy within the Shire and reduce its carbon footprint.  
 
REAG pushed some significant projects further down the track this year, with at least 
two looking likely to proceed. 
 
Our vision for a community energy park on the Hancocks Victoria Plantation has 
made some major steps this year with the signing of a commercial terms agreement 
with Windlab Developments, and two presentations to the Macedon Ranges Shire 
Council. Windlab have used their experience with a number of Australian and 
international projects to help detail the potential features of a community energy park. 
Within the next 12-18 months we hope to go to a planning permit stage for a ‘hybrid 
energy park’ featuring 6-8 wind turbines, 5mw of solar panels, and battery storage. 
The MRCEP (Macedon Ranges Community Energy Park) vision is to generate 
sufficient power to power the domestic consumption in the Shire (around 24,000 
houses) through a 30-40mw capacity and provide the opportunity for local investment 
as well as the vision of an electricity retail function for the local community. 
 
Led by Ralf Thesing, the Group has also worked on the Holgates solar project – that 
REAG facilitates an investment vehicle to fund a 68kw solar project to power a 
significant portion of the Woodend brewery currently undergoing expansion. 
Following a feasibility analysis showing a promising return, the invitation for 
community investment is expected to proceed in the coming months.  
 
Like the community energy park, if the Holgates project proceeds there will be a 
small ongoing income into MRSG’s Macedon Ranges Renewable Energy Fund 
which has been set up to assist community energy projects.  
 
Another project still providing a benefit to MRSG is the Community Solar Park at the 
Black Forest Timber Mill. Metering and billing the internal grid at the site has proved 
a complex task, and credit goes to Jon Morgan and Barry Mann, assisted by David 
Gormley-O’Brien, for their diligent efforts to sort out the issues and secure the 
revenue stream. 
 
REAG also developed a Solar Schools Project during the year. It proposed a 
facilitation role by MRSG through REAG to analyse school sites, conduct financial 
feasibilities, organise finance and assist with installation of solar panels. We 
presented the plan to the office of the Minister for Education and the Victorian School 
Building Authority and while the plan was not adopted, the Government did announce 
another version of a solar panel program for schools and has announced a $83,000 
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grant for solar panels for the New Gisborne Primary School, the pilot school for our 
scheme. 
 
Thanks to the intrepid members of REAG for their commitment to the task this year – 
particularly Barry Mann, Ralf Thesing, Al Reid, Karl Kny, Pete Walsh, Paul Tagell, 
Jon Morgan, Ben Cumming, Sharon Kittson and Rob Bruhn. 
 
Bruce Mildenhall  
 
 
Macedon Ranges Vegetarian Eating Group  
 
I have taken over as the MR VEG Action Group leader from February this year after 
Ruth and Patrick, the founders of the action group, retired.  The vision of MR VEG is 
to promote plant based eating given animal agriculture is one of the most significant 
drivers of climate change. Plant based eating is one of the easiest ways that 
individuals can become more environmentally friendly by financially supporting the 
farming of fruit, vegetable, legumes, nuts and seeds, and other plant-based foods 
and reducing or eliminating support of animal based industries.    
 

 
 
We have over 81 members of MRSG who have nominated MR VEG as an action 
group they have interest in.     
  
The main focus for MR VEG this year has been the vegan BBQ.  MR VEG has 
provided food for most of the farmers markets and at the Sustainable Living 
Festival.  The SLF was particularly successful with $934 raised.  A pot luck lunch 
social day was held at Ruth and Patrick’s house in April with many attending, 
enjoying delicious food, the garden and company.    
 
MR VEG is the hosting the new Australian award winning documentary Dominion 
(MA 15+) to be held on the 9th of October at The Vic hotel.  In November, a Pot Luck 
lunch is planned for Saturday the 10th of November at my house, 13 Heron Street 
Woodend from 1pm.  For this pot luck, if all contributions could be vegan.  
 
Heather Steele  
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Permaculture Garden  
 
The garden is tended to by a small group of volunteers coming together on Friday 10 
am to 11.30 am, followed by coffee in a local cafe. The volunteers provide a wealth of 
gardening knowledge and simply share their love of gardening, supporting the 
community project. 
 
After a dry summer of 2017-2018 the watering of the garden was attended to by our 
volunteers offering their services during the week.  
 
A much-welcomed new volunteer Susan Carroll has joined our group, with her skill in 
gardening she is a wonderful contribution to the garden. Our regular volunteer 
Franka tends to our chickens, regularly cleaning the coop and feeding the chickens. 
Every week the chickens have a play in the orchard. The espalier fruit trees have 
been pruned and nurtured by our ever knowledgeable Penny and Trish. 
 
Trish has guided us on the establishment of a Heuglehoff garden bed, which has 
nourished a spectacular crop of broad beans, broccoli and spinach. Our winter crop 
of peas did not do so well and we are hopeful for our spring crop. The asparagus, 
strawberries, garlic and celery are showing signs of vigorous growth as the warmer 
weather approaches. The spring crop of vegetables has been planted amongst the 
flowers, supporting the principles of companion planting. We are looking forward to 
the spring rains and sunshine to enhance the growth of the plants. 
 
We are excited about the new plans from Neighbourhood House to revitalize the area 
around the garden, hoping it will bring more volunteers to the garden and people 
enjoying the park area. 
 
As the garden is a community project we are in need of a handyperson to assist with 
repairs to our compost bins and general maintenance in the garden. If interested 
please contact Co-ordinator Loris Cassar 0427327034 or David Gormley-
O’brien  0408578032. 
 
Loris Cassar  
	
	
Sustainable Homes  
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As in previous years MRSG supported the Alternative Technology Association’s 
Sustainable House Day in September. Four homes opened with MRSG support: 
Jocks Gully at Ashbourne, Clearwind at Glenhope, Noonameena at Redesdale and 
Owl Woods at Trentham. 
 
The Sustainable Homes Action Group provided publicity via the August and 
September farmers’ markets in Woodend, local media and a poster/ postcard 
campaign ranging in the area bounded by Lancefield, Gisborne, Daylesford, 
Castlemaine and Elphinstone. AG members assisted with signing-in visitors on the 
day.  
 
We have already started working to identify homeowners willing open their homes 
and share their knowledge with others on SHD 2019 and invite contact from anyone 
interested in participating. 
 
During 2018 MRSG was pleased to promote information sessions run by our 
associates: 

• MASH (More Australian Solar Homes) explained its product and service 
offerings and community benefits at several well-attended sessions in the 
Macedon Ranges. MASH says 23% of homes in the Shire have solar, up from 
around 19% three years ago. The solar panel rebates announced by the 
Victorian Government on 19 August will encourage further installations. 

• Macedon Ranges Shire Council conducted Sustainable Design Information 
Sessions and launched a free Sustainable Design Advisory Service. 
 

Each of the information sessions was well-supported by MRSG members. 
 

The coming year we aim this 
year to expand the focus of the 
Sustainable Homes Action 
Group. Sustainable House Day 
will continue as a source of 
inspiration and will be supported 
by a range of complementary 
events throughout the year to 
help member make their homes 
more environmentally-friendly, 
more comfortable to live in and 
cheaper to run.  
 

 
Our objectives for 2018-19 are: 

• Design a program of events for the next 12 months, based on the results of 
the current membership survey. 

• Build community through 4-6 events run during the year, including 
Sustainable House Day, working in conjunction with other Action Groups 
where appropriate. 

• Develop usage of the mrsg.org.au website to communicate more interactively 
with members. 

In Brief: 
Measure Explanation 2018 result 2019 

target 
Participation in AG 
events other than 
SHD 

Total number of participants in 
activities organised by Sustainable 
Homes Action Group, regardless of 
their membership status or Action 

- 180 
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Group affiliation 
Volunteerism Action Group members contributing 

time and skills in support of Action 
Group activities. 
 
Performance improves if: 
• more AG volunteers are 

involved in running and 
publicising events during the 
year 

• there are more member 
contributions to the website 

 
* Calculation is explained below 

14% 60% 

Sustainable 
House Day 
participation 

Total number of visitors at 
properties supported by MRSG 

474 500 

Membership Number of MRSG members 
affiliated with “Sustainable Homes” 
in their profiles 

100 100 

Volunteerism ratio calculation: 
Count all instances of member volunteer activities and express as a percentage of 
the AG membership. For example, for 2018: 
AG members opening homes: 1 
AG members participating in (organised) SHD publicity (including making props): 8 
AG members engaged as volunteers on SHD: 5 
AG member contributions to the website: 0 
Total =14 
Expressed as percentage of 100 members =14% 
 
Note: Percentage of members who volunteered time and skills was less than 14%; 
some members volunteered on more than one occasion 
 
Sue Barker 
 
Sustainable Living Festival 
 
The Macedon Ranges Sustainable Living Festival (MRSLF) is held in Woodend in 
conjunction with the Woodend Community Farmers’ Market on the first Saturday in 
March. The festival has maintained strong support from businesses, community 
groups, and government representatives and has been the recipient of the $6,000 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council Events and Festivals Grant for the past 3 years.  
 
The 2019 event will be the 10th year the MRSG has hosted the event and over this 
time the MRSLF has grown to become one of the region's most popular and 
important sustainable living showcases. As a vehicle for social change, we aim to 
inspire and engage visitors from the Macedon Ranges and the wider region, connect 
like-minded organisations, launch environmental campaigns, and build community 
around the fast-growing sustainable living movement.  
 
The 2018 MRSLF was a great success, attracting over 5,000 visitors to the event and 
achieving high levels of participant satisfaction. We hope to continue to build on the 
momentum of the previous year’s events for the 2019 MRSLF.   
 
Sharon Kittson 
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Kyneton Transition Hun  
 
In the words of David Holmgren, “…Transition Towns are formed to creatively and 
proactively design our own destiny, we can build ways of living that are more 
connected, more enriching and that recognize the biological limits of our world.” 
Kyneton Transition Hub (KTH) is part of this exciting movement.  
 
Kyneton Transition Hub (KTH) has enjoyed a long association with MRSG. This year 
our group formalized its status as an Action Group of MRSG and we look forward to 
a long and fruitful association with many shared activities. 
 
Activities this past year have included: annual stalls at the Kyneton Agriculture Show 
and Macedon Ranges Sustainable Living Festival; monthly stall at the Kyneton 
Farmers Market; organization of Open Edible Gardens in September; is an 
overarching body for Kyneton Boomerang Bags and Kyneton Permies at the Pub. 
KTH manages the Kyneton Community Garden at the Secondary College and a 
coffee morning every Friday at Kaddies Café Kyneton. KTH supports the activities of 
the Kyneton Town Square Co-Op which aims to put the old Kyneton Primary School 
site into community hands. We have an association with Riddells Seed Savers. 
 
One of our leaders Julie McLaren received a Community Achievement Award on 
Australia Day 2018 from the Macedon Ranges Shire Council. Also five members, 
Jan, Christine, Sandra, Jo and Geraldine received National Volunteer Awards from 
Lisa Chesters MP in May. Jan and Christine were recognised for their hard work for 
the Kyneton Transition Hub, and Sandra, Jo and Geraldine for their dedication to 
Kyneton Boomerang Bags.  
          

       
2018 Kyneton Agriculture Show 
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Kyneton Farmer’s Market                                          Awards 
 

     
 
Kyneton Boomerang Bags 
 
 
  
More information at www.kynetontranistionhub.com or facebook pages: Kyneton 
Transition Hub, Kyneton Permaculture at the Pub, Kyneton Boomerang Bags, 
Kyneton and District Town Square Co-op  
 
Nea Gyorffy  
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Emma Collins  


